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Charl F. J. Faul is Professor of Materials Chemistry and Head of Inorganic and 
Materials Chemistry at the School of Chemistry, University of Bristol, UK. He received 
his PhD from the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa, in 2000. After 4 years, first as 
post-doctoral researcher, and then as senior scientist at the Max Planck Institute of 
Colloids and Interfaces (Potsdam, Germany), he moved to Bristol in 2005. He is co-
Principal Investigator and member of the Management Board of the £12M EPSRC-
funded centre for doctoral training, the Bristol Centre for Functional Nanomaterials 
(BCFN), member of the management team of the Technology Enhanced Chemical 
Synthesis CDT, and served as Director of Graduate Recruitment for the School of 
Chemistry for 5 years (2013-2018). As Head of Inorganic and Materials Chemistry he is 
part of the senior management team of the School of Chemistry.  

He held visiting professorships at the Helsinki University of Technology (2006 – 2010), 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences (National Centre for Nanoscience and Technology, 
Beijing, 2012) and the University of Rennes, France (2018). He is currently visiting 
professor at Jilin University (from 2019), and is Adjunct Professor at the Department of 
Chemistry, Tsinghua University, Beijing, since November 2013.  He also serves as 
Deputy Director of the International Advisory Committee of the State Key Laboratory for 
the Modification of Chemical Fibers and Polymer Materials, Donghua University, 
Shanghai, China. 

Charl is a synthetic materials chemist with a multidisciplinary international research 
group focussing on the design and synthesis of electroactive functional materials. His 
activities range from fundamental to application-driven areas, where the design and 
synthesis of electroactive supramolecular polymers and materials are explored. 
Applications are actively pursued in the areas of conjugated microporous materials (for 
gas capture, storage and conversion), and electroactive materials and devices 
(nanowire-based field-effect transistors, 3D-printed addressable photonic structures and 
soft actuators for robotics).  

 

 

 

 


